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12. A perfect thermo-dynamic engine of any kind, is a
machine by means of which the greatest possible amount of
mechanicul effect can be obtained from a given thermal agency;
and, therefore, if in any manner we can construct or imagine
a perfect engine which may be applied for the transference of
a given quantity of heat from a body at any given temperature,
to another body, at a lower given temperature, and if we can
evaluate the mechanical effect thus obtained, we shall be able
to answer the question at present under consideration, and so
to complete the theory of the motive power of heat.
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