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Story of the Torsion Pendulum——a Simple Device with
Important Uses

Ge Tingsui (T S. K&)
(Laboratory of Internal Friction and Defecss im Solids, Inszizuse of Solsd Siate Physics, Academie

Sinsca, Hefesr 230031)

Abstract

The argument that important results can be obtained by using simple equipment is put
forward from the aspect of the discovery and application of the torsion pendulum for inte-
rnal friction measurement. The development of the torsion pendulum for internal friction
measurement. inspired by the orthodox torsion pendulum commonly used in physical
laboratories is described in great detail as well as numerous important results obtained by
using this simple apparatus. The fundamental idea in developing the torsion pendulum for
internal friction measurement is the theory of dialectical materialism, i. e. to convert well
~known knowledge in one field to another field according to the universal ruleof drawing
inferences about other cases from an instance. Furthermore, following the viewpoint of
continuous development from a low to a high level, the author describes examples of various
versatile apparatus derive from different versions of the torsion pendulum of high precision.
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