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When a body is irradiated by a light beam it is subjected to various forces.Beca-
use of its greater power a laser beam produces a much stronger effect than a
conventional light beam. We outline the different kinds of force produced by a laser
beam on the body, resulting from light pressure, heat expansion, supersonic wave pre-
ssure, photostriction, optical molasses and recoil. In this paper we also present the
applications of these laser forces in various fields such as laser plasma, laser fusion,
high energy physics, biology and medicine.
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