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Abstract

The background, purpose, policies and research style of the Cavendish Laboratory esta-
blished by Maxwell and the development of its traditions are reviewed and analysed. An
overview is given of how Thomson and Rutherford built up the laboratory to be a major
centre of science in the world, why Mott and Pippard developed and partially changed its
traditions and switched the main research direction to condensed physics, and what methods

were adopted under the circumstances of economical decay and talents outflow.

The deve-

lopment of the scale of the laboratory and the styles of several Cavendish Professors are

also presented.
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