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Abstract

Advances in optical remoie sensing for vegetation canopies are described. Sensing meth-

ods include : high resolution derivative spectra, canopy reflectance poiarization, laser induced

fluorescence and very high resolution spectra. Although the above four methods are still un-

der investigation. they appear to be the promising tools among the various remote sensing

techniques. On the physical basis, leaf ‘red edge’ detected by high resolution derivative spec-

tra technique is discussed; the reflectance polarization index and fluorescence index of

canopies suitable for remote sensing purpose are also concerned.
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