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Abstract

On the basis of the concluding speech delivered at the 21st International Conference on
Physics of Semiconductors held this year in Beijing, the development of semiconductor physics
is briefly surveyed. The distribution of the papers presented at the International Conferences
on Physics of Semiconductors in recent years over six main categories (bulk properties, sur-
faces and interfaces, heterostructures and superlattices, small quantum structures and gener-
al problems) is presented. It is indicated that a shift of research on uniform materials to that
on micro structured materials represents the main trend of recent developments. In this con-

nection, recent progress of superperiodicity and spatial confinement effects are cited, and its

important impact on basic physics development is emphasized.
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