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Abstract

Several nonlinear effects of optical absorption, such as saturable absorption, re-
verse saturable absorption and the combination of  saturable absorption and reverse
saturable absorption, are described, including the physical models for their interpre-

tation.

The different mechanisms of nonlinear absorption under the action of laser

pulses with different pulse-width as well as the steady-state and dynamic characteri-
stics of reverse saturable absorptoon are analyzed. Possible applications of nonlineat

absorption are also mentioned.
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