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Abstract C.N. Yang was awarded the Benjamin Franklin Medal and 1995
Bower Prize mainly for his fundamental work on nonabelian gauge field theory, A
brief introduction to this theory and its important role in the development of

physics is given.
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Abstract

The main features of atomic fountains based on laser cooling

and trapping are presented. The principles and experimental set-ups of optical mo-
lasses and atomic traps which are closely related to atomic fountains are given first,
followed by a description of the set-up and results of atomic fountain experiments.
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