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RIGOR AND ACCURACY —HOWLORD RAYLEIGH MADE HIS DISCOVERIES

LIU Zhamr Cun

( The physics depart ment of the Capital Normal University, Beijing 100037)

Abstract We recount how Lord Rayleigh brought forth new ideas and discovered the inert gas argon in the

process of measuring the density of nitrogen. His contributions to optics , acoustics and other fields of physics are

also described. It is pointed out that a rigorous scientific approach and realistic spirit , perseverance , and regarding

discovery as a pleasure were the main reasons for Lord Rayleigh’ s successful scientific achieve ments .
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