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AUGUST KUNDT :A LEADING EXPERI MENTAL PHYSICIST
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( Depart ment of Scienti fic History and Archueometry, University of Science and Technology of China , Hefei 230026)

Abstract

August Kundt was a leading experimental physicist in Germany during the last half of the nineteenth

century . He created the method to measure the velocity of sound, and was the first to measure the specific heat of

monatomic gases and to discover the Faraday Effect in a gas. He made many important contributions to experi-

mental research on acoustics , optics and gas dynamics , and invented many effective experimental methods. A re-

view is given of Kundt’s life , contributions and scholastic ideas .
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