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Abstract

from the angle of the “two theories and two discoveries” . The “two theories” refer to the electron theory of

The development and impact of electromagnetis m at the beginning of the 20th century are discussed

Lorentz and the electromagnetism theory of Einstein s relativity , the socalled “ two discoveries” are the discovery
of the electron and the discovery of X- rays. The background, historical role and limitations of Lorentz electron
theory are first analyzed. Einstein s revolutionary reform of classical electromagnetism is then discussed as well as

several issues explained by electron theory . Some important experiments following the discovery of electron ,and X

- rays are also mentioned .
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