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NE WITON S CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PHYSICS OF HEAT

SHI Gur Quan
( Depurt ment of Scientific History and ArchMEOZOgy, Um'versity of Science and TEC]’H’lOlOgy of China , Hefei 230026 , China)

Abstract

To make up for the lack of research into Newton’ s achieve ments in the physics of heat, this paper

discusses in detail Newton’ s contribution to therometry and heat transfer theory, analyzes the background in

which he discovered the law of cooling, and points out that this discovery of the law was closely related to his

many years of metallurigical experiments. Newton’ s views on the nature of heat and various heat phenomena and

their bearing on the history of science are also explored.
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