100037 100080

L.V.Hau 1999
) 17m” D.F. Phillips 2001 * !

WHAT IS THE SLOWEST GROUP VELOCITY OF LIGHT
——AN INTRODUCTION TO DEVELOPMENTS OF RESEARCH
ON ULTRASLOW GROUP VELOCITY
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Abstract The fundamental concepts of the phase velocity and group velocity of light the dispersion property of a
medium and electromagnetically induced transparency are discussed. The developments of research on ultraslow light
are reviewed and two experiments by Hau in 1999 and Phillips in 2001 are described in detail. To conclude we dis-

cuss the significance of such research for science and applications.
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