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The inventors of the multibeam interferometer
——C. Fabry and A. Perot

GUO Zhen-Hua®
Department of Physics Baoji College of Arts and Science Baoji 721007 China

Abstract More than 100 years ago Charles Fabry and Alfred Perot published a most important article on
what we now call the Fabry-Perot interferometer. Despite the great significance of this instrument for present day
research in optics and astrophysics its inventors are almost completely unknown to most physicists. The life and
work of Fabry and Perot are briefly reviewed here. They were highly regarded by physicists throughout the world
for their contributions to optics and spectroscopy at the beginning of the twentieth century. Later they also
made many important contributions to astrophysics including Fabry’s 1913 discovery with H. Buisson of the
ozone layer in the Earth’s atmosphere. Charles Fabry was the mentor of the Chinese physicist Yan Ji-Ci Tsi-Ze

Yan  and his influence on the latter’s research is also described briefly.
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