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The present and future of medical imaging physics
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1 The Center for Tumor Diagnosis and Therapeutical Physics & Beijing Key lab of Medical Physics and Engineering Beijing 100871 China
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Abstract The physics of medical imaging is one of the main branches of medical physics which trains med-
ical physicists for the R&D of medical imaging equipment clinical application of this equipment as well as R&D
in medical physics. The development of medical imaging physics is one of the biggest programs aimed at making
China a world manufacturer both in hardware and software. However there is no formal medical physics in Chi-
na as yet. The scale of education and training and the level of manufacture of medical imaging equipment are
very low compared with developed countries. It is therefore imperative for China to accelerate the rate of devel-
opment to satisfy her requirements. Amongs other priorities building up the education and training system in

medical physics and setting up a staff of medical physicists in hospitals is the most urgent thing.
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