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The creation and aquisition of information 1

ZHANG Kai-Xun
Institute of Automation for Machine-Building Industry Beijing 100011 China

Abstract Information is an inherent characteristic of matter and its motion. To understand the cosmos and
discover the laws of nature through the information that nature reveals will always be the pursuit of science. Be-
cause of the rise of modern information science and technology it is now possible to acquire natures information
in unprecedented ways beyond the physiological limitations of our sensory organs and nervous system. The his-
torical processes and major features of each stage that mankind underwent to acquire natural information are re-
viewed. The significance of information for the development of natural science is presented. Some of the most
prominent activities in the search for scienjpgic information are described in brief and their possible implica-
tions discussed.
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