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The statistical mechanics of RNA folding

CHEN Shi-Jie * TAN Zhi-Jie CAO Song ZHANG Wen-Bing
Department of Physics and Astronomy and Department of Biochemistry University of Missouri — Columbia MO 65211 USA

Abstract RNA folding is critical for biological activities at the molecular genetic level. A brief review of
the thermodynamic and kinetic properties of RNA folding is presented with special mention of the secondary
structure folding. We also discuss the electrostatic interactions in RNA  DNA  folding due to their particular

importance.
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