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A second example was told to me by A. F. Toffe.
When he started to work in the St. Petersburg Univer-
sity after spending some time with Roentgen in Germa-
ny, physics professor 1. I. Borgman asked him what
research he intended to follow. When Ioffe outlined his
plans, Borgman asked who did this research already
and where. Hearing that no one had worked on this
subject, the professor was amazed:“ You certainly are
an opinionated young man” he told Ioffe, “we should
not attempt to seek anything new;it would be very well
if we were able to duplicate correctly in our country the
measurements made abroad!” ¥
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3) Tloffe related this episode in his book“Encounters with physi-

cists” s Moscow, Fizmatziz, 1960 (in Russian), pl127.
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